Over the last year, I have taught and interviewed people from all over our world. I often asked how they viewed Americans and what would they like to say to us especially on September 11. The following is a compilation of some of their comments.

Dear American Friends:

All of us were in tears on this day two years ago. We mourned for all those who died. You had sympathy and support worldwide. 

We also empathized with you. The terrorism two years ago came from outside your country. Too often, ours comes from within. Most of us have lived with terrorism and war in our home. Many–in Lebanon, in the Balkans–lived for years while our cities were being bombed and snipers picked off our neighbors in the streets. We in Russia lost 20 million people during the second world war. Others, in Ireland and the Middle East, suffered and continue to suffer horribly from terrorism. In Africa and too many other places, racial and ethnic cleansing lost generations of our brilliant young people. We have been tortured and killed for worshipping the wrong God, in the wrong way. For so many of us, it is rare to find someone who never lost a relative to war or terror. As a matter of fact, few of us have ever felt the sense of safety you have enjoyed.

Often, these problems in our nations stem from the refusal to see each person as a human being worthy of dignity and having basic human rights. Your culture is unique, with its foundation value that “all men are created equal,” with “certain inalienable rights.” Perhaps this is what prevents individual dislikes from turning into the hatred and violence we are too familiar with.

If you give up these values, you will give up not only your greatest treasures, but our hope as well.

For better or worse, though you are not perfect, you are the world’s model of a society built on equality. People of different races and cultures work and learn side by side. Please don’t give that up for distrust of a person who “looks suspicious” in his turban or her veil.

Many of us come from countries where the right to a fair trial is not recognized, and where a corrupt judiciary pervert justice. When we heard an American say, “It is OK with me if 15% of the people we jail in America are innocent, as long as the rest of us are safe–no more September 11th’s.”–we were heartbroken.

We are shocked when you complain so loudly about your politicians, and blame them for all the problems. Too many of us cannot vote, or live where voting is a sham. Your precious right to vote means that you yourselves are responsible for your politicians. That fewer than half of you actually vote is incomprehensible to us.

There are a million children in the world who have no access to schooling. So when you treat your educational system with disrespect–filing lawsuits about dress codes, complaining that the sports teams are losing–we get angry.

Your free press is a treasure. So why do you insist that your news be presented in airy three-minute sound bites, while newspapers are going out of business?

America has always been not simply a place in our world, but a universal dream---the land of the free and the home of the brave.  Bravery could be epitomized by those people on 9/11 who said, ”Let’s roll.”  Please don not let those people down.  Keep the United States true to its values and beliefs---not only for you, but for us as well.

–Mary Murray Bosrock has authored and published the award-winning Put Your Best Foot Forward series on cultures around the world and the newly published, I Saw God. 
